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The primary goal of the prograa described in this 
paper was to develop activities to provide fifth graders with an 
opportoa-:. ty to aeet people in fields of work which are generally 
considered to be outside the child^s everyday real* of experience. 
The career education unit visits by a foiksinger, a weaver-dyer, a 
nurse, and an advertising manager and the arrangement of a 
six-'and-d-half-day residency for a poet, who taught three classes a 
day and held daily workshops with teachers. Onder the poet*s 
direction, tne children wrote poetry and compiled an anthology of 
their own works. Although funding was not obtained from the National 
Endowment fcr the Arts for a similar session for the following year, 
the school's Parent Teacher Association voted to match funds for 
another poet in residence. An evaluation of students* responses on 
ijuestionnaires indicated that, although there was little change in 
t>upiis* career choices, the poet was rauiked highest of all the guest 
speajteriu. (K5) 
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to secure funds to continue the -vork begun in career education 
and to apply for a New York State Mini-Grant. 

Launchin.q: The Fro^am 

After receiving the mini-grant for my proposal, Koet-The- 
Art ist-At-His-Craftt Career Idea . I net with the teachers of the 
fifth r^rade to explain the purpose of the program and ciake plans 
for the selection of persons to be included. The teachers recom- 
mended a weaver-dyer and an ecological folks inger, V/hile these 
peonle v/cre being contacted, I v;as notified that I had been offered 
a rr.atchinf; grant fron the I^ew York State Poet-In-The-School-Frogram, 
Ag the nini-.^rant funds v/ere nearly depleted, this was, to say the 
I'^ir^t, a ?:er?ridipit ious v/indfall. 

The poet v/ould work with three classes, in-residence, for six 
and one half days. As we had three fifth grade classes who had 
recently ccraoletod a unit on journalise, it was agreed that they 
v/ould v/ork with the poet. The objectives of the career education 
pro-:ran were or,tablished for pupils and teachers as: follov/3> 

Cb^^ec t iv ': r> For Punils 

1. To oroad::in the children's awareness of career 
opportunities . 

2. To brin^T children into cne-to-one contact with 
pcr3on3 in tho fine arts and hunanities, 

3. To provide an opportunity for children to express 
their por::onal interests in career por^sibilities , 

f'r. To develop an av/aronoss of the library as a tool 
and a vehicle for extending their infcrniation re- 
/^carding careers. 
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Ob.iectivei^ For Tep.chors 

1. To participate in the selection of persons to 
participate in the career education program, 

2. To r;eet v^ith .5^uest artists to drav/ plans for class 
or .^roup lessons. 

3. To in-olen:ent plans for lessons and carry out follow- 
up T;rocedure^^ as required. 

To ratiier data and evaluate the effectiveness of 
the pror;ran. 

It was axiomtic that a prosrarn such as this would be difficult 
to evali.atc as thore would bo no statistics nor any "yes" or "no" 
ansv/ors to /^ivo u'; any hard and fast data from v/hlch v/e could drav/ 
definitive conclusior.s . Unfortunately, at this tinie, we are unable 
to r;ca.:i;ro hov; rj ch or how v/ell scraoone has learned throurh "in- 
fusion" or how ir.uch norc "av:are" a pupil has become. Accepting 
-^'-^^r^o Ivatior.', v;o Ic'.'mnhod our pro^^ram, 

in an attc:nr>t at ovai^^'ition, each child was given a question- 
naire T:iro and rost the pronnan asking him to describe hov/ he v/ould 
like to live v;hen ho is grov.nup. Pupils v;ere asked to tell about 
cno day cn v;":w.ch thoy v/ould bo going to work. The second question 
risked tho:^ to describe the second job they would choose should 
Ihnv bo ^rr.ible to have their first choice. The third and final 
nuoi^tion askod for a description of hov/ they would spend their 
tine relaxinr'; after work. 

yron the first two ouestions one can see that the responses 
would nn -^jvcn in the form of a narrative description of the child's 
career; the final question would reveal any possible correlation 
betv/o'm v/ork anl relaxation activities. 

r urncs } Cf The Pro'^ran 

Briefly, the idea behind this program v/as to develop activities 
to provide fifth /graders with an opportunity to meet pennons in 
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fields of v/ork v/hich are considered to be, generally, not in the 
child's everyday realm of experience. The goal was to broaden the 
child's av/areness of career possibilities. At the elementary school 
level children traditionally have been introduced to such workers 
as tho Dolicenan, fireman, postman, dentist, teacher and nurse as 
people in the v;orld of v/ork. V^e sav/ no reason for maintaining this 
l.lnitation; and knowinr: that children at this age are very curious 
and ea^or to learn, we decided to launch the program. It was ex- 
pected that the children v/ould learn the career education concepts 
from indirect infusion rather than from direct teaching. No lectures 
v/ould be ^^iven on career education. Instead, the visiting teachers 
v/ould briefly tell hov/ they came to be in their present field 
of v;ork. 



Tho Pro.^ram 

rr. ) director of the Poet- In-Thc-Schools program and the county 
coori'.nafcor v/orkod out the details Tor settin.^ up the residency. 
I ir:1:<rrviev;ed xhe poet v;ho v/as recomr.iended and set up a schedule 
in -./hich ho v/ouid teach three clashes a day and hold a daily v/ork- 
shop vrlth toacricr:3. :ie v;ould also be responsible for selecting 
thcoo 003m.:; v;n ich v/oro to be included in the final anthology to 
b^r or:uIucod for t:ao children and the school library. i£ach child 
v/ho vnr tic ir:atod v/ould recci\ j a copy and thereby sec his or her 
v/crk in print. 

The roanon for including a poet in the career education pro- 
.^^an i.'> self evident. Hov/ often has either one of us m.et, or 
v/or'^»^'l v/ith a i:oot? Not an everyday occurrence, to say the least, 
it v/:i.: our hope that thic; experience v/ould extend the children's 
ideas about poet':, poetry, v/riting, learning and possibly careers. 
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The poet's purpose v^as more specific. He expressed the desire 
to convey to the children the concept that words and language are 
alive, that v/ords can change and bend depending on how thoy are 
used. He v.Tinted the children to develop a keener sense of their 
ov/n feelin-^G, to realize that there is in poetry color, enotions 
and ideas. He v;anted to eradicate the notion that all poems must 
rhyiae; and although he did not emphasize spelli^s or granimar, he 
maintains that as children begin to take pride in their ov/n v/riting 
thiiv corriccnl oantiy become inore ccncerned about correct grammar 
and sr-eilin::. He expressed the belief that children's self-respect 
is enhanced as a result of prograr.s such as this and that children 
bep;in to develop a r.nvQ valid viev/ of the v/orld. He felt that through 
their poetry the children create their ov.n v/ords, vocabularies and 
world:"::. Those v/ere the ideas expressed by 3ill Wertheim, our poet- 
in-ri^sidence , as he spoke to a staff writer v/ho was interviov/ing 
11^ :'or a feature article in a local nev/s paper. 

In a T:orsonable, v;arn, lov;-keyed manner, V/ertheim skillfully 
led the children into v;riting poetry. His first lesson introduced 
thori to the *'IV in twentieth century American writing, emphasizing 
the fact that a poet rAist use his five senses keenly if he or she 
is to express his ideas and irria-:^es clearly, succinctly and honestly. 
:?clatin ; to the poerr:S he read to the children, such as D.H. I>av/rence's 
"I'r.vjs In A Garden" a.nd Zraily Dickinson's "I Never Sav; A woor", 
v/o.'v/aoiin discussed the pov/er of the use of simple langua<5;e, breaking 
up lines of pootry and creating iniages. 

The fi.'^.uro of a skeleton in one of the classrooins evoked a 
lessen about death. V/ertheim wrote, "The discussion v/cnt from Halloween 
to c:koIetGns-to fear of skeiotonr-to rnonsters-to dying: loss of some- 
thin:'; and/or sonoone v/e love, ilov/ it feels to die, hov/ it feels to 
lose sorroone you care about." Ho indicated that first the topic 
was discussed aloud, then later on paper; and for those children 
v/ho preferr^^d an alternative topic, ho su/^gested v/riting about 
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comij^g back to life. V^ertheim said it was the most touching 
l^SQon he 5^3.d ever taught and that some children cried. This 

to a discussion about crying, trust and kindness; and he took 
^^is opp^-"''^nity to express the idea that "Crying is OK, even for 
boys"^ He said that the children were kind and supportive of each 
other. 

In ^^^^^Gquont lessons natur.?, photographs, dreams and music 
v/ere used to stimulate the imagination, A v/ide variety of poems 
v/Gre v/ritten in response to r.usic of Elizabethan dances, a string 
quartet Shostakovich and a Japanese flute, 

Hur^dreds of poems v/ere v/ritten by the seventy-eight children 
participated in the program and v/ere reviewed by V/ertheim and 
teaci^^^2» A parent volunteer prepared the final draft of the 
^^^^'UGcri?^ °f selected poems for the anthology. As Bill V/ertheim 
made hi^ last goodbyes, two fifth grade girls ran up and asked 
him i-Q -ro^'y-^m to Congers .-school. They v;ore sad to see him leave, 
Afto- 3por.din.^ the past six days sharing their innermost feelings 
■''-ith hinif it waa dif^ficult to let this nev/ found pcet-friend go, 

V/ort^'^^im later described hia work with the children in a 
letbe^ to ^^o^'jixuz, "They v/ere alert, perceptive, intelligent, 
a^'.d Gon^itivG ^r^ri gave me mi:ch more feedback than I had expected, 
'^-^-y v/on.l'i certainly '•>3nefit from continued creative projects, of 
what3v-r riature, , . " 

ai'j P'-^Pils, n^^"' in the sixth grade, have continued to v/rite 
po^^try, tr:fir\^r j.^ny ^ov/ forms including sonnets, haiku, cinquain, 
•ind f^,3f. vorce, to name a fev/. 

l^^ior to -the poet's arrival, a fifth grade teacher attended 
^ lec tuT'-^-'^^^f crence given by Kenneth Koch, author of "V/ishes, 
I^loG and I^-ama" and noted for his v/ork in the field of children's 
pootry v/ritinr-:, Thi-^ teacher recommended his bool:; and I v/as able 

''^^ocure ^ ^opy for each teacher, in preperation for the poet's 
^^^idoncy- ^n addition, the s-chcol ." ibrarian and his assistant 
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prepared a poetry bibliography for each teacher. 

During the following suirmer, copies of the anthology ,were 
collated, placed in the school library and sent to the poet and 
the director of the program. In the fall each child in the program 
received a copy. 

Early in the fall I received a call from the director of the 
program asking if one of our pupils v/as still in the school, as 
she had been selected as one of four pupil-poets to represent 
Nev/ York State at a subcommittee hearing with Senator Peter Peyser 
in V/a-ohington, The purpose of the hearing was to seek refunding 
of this pro;!;ram through the National Sndov/ment for the Arts and 
Humanities . 

Ilka Shunan's parents were delighted with the nev;s and proud 
to have her participate. Upon her return, Ilka told of her exper- 
ience at a faculty meeting and later at an assembly program for 
the fifth and sixth grades. At that time she was presented with a 
certificate of merit for her outstanding work, now permanently 
recorded in The Congressional Record. At the faculty meeting, as 
Ilka 3 poke, her teachers beamed at her and were visibly touched 
by this tv/elve-year-old's intellect and poise - and perhaps not 
a little for their having had some small part in all of this. 

During the v/inter, a former member of the Board of Education, 
and a published poet in her ovm right, offered to donate a copy 
of her poems to our school library. After the volume v/as formally 
presented to the president of the student council, the gesture 
v/as returned by presenting her with our anthology of children •s 
poetry. She v/as thoroughly surprised and proud of our achievement. 

This year, as there v/ere no funds from a mini-grant, the 
Parent Teacher Association voted to match the funds for another 
poct-in-resldence. Support for such a program is extremely sig- 
nificar\t as it represented a respect for the need for learning 
in the area of the arts and humanities. This year the poet is 

8 



ERIC 



Sue Nugent Reed page 8 



Su^ie M^^^ She too v/iH spend a 
te^^^in|> th^ ''^^iting Poetry, 
gr^^s ^1^35^3. It is hoped that 

at ^°^'?:ers ^^^^y year. 



six and a half day residency 

this time to three third 

there v/ill be a poet-in-residence 



Svaliiation 

vva5 P^'^'^iousiy ^^-^ntioned, the pre and po^t question- 
r>a-^'-^ v/ei^c oonstr^^"ted as to evoke a response v/hich v/ould 
ind^^^to -th^ P'-^Pil's f^^st and second choice of careers and 
to i^^io^te trie pupils v/ould spend their leisure time. The 

■j^^fcor q^^^gtion v;e^3 included to note if there v/as any correlation 
\-)(^^'^^^-^ car^^^ choice ^^-^ leisure choice. A comparison betv/een 
p^e ^^.d poS""^' ^^^'"^2 tionnaires might also reveal any changes in 
ca^^^^ ohoic^^ a r^^^^lt of class discussion about careers or 
rr-oM ^:ht^ ei.i'^^^'^^^e of ^ heirrhtened av/arcncss. An evaluation 
5?!*^^*^ includi^S the names of each visitor v/as also distributed 
to '-^^^H pupil- 

■'^^ coinp^^-^^-^^ the P^e and post narrative responses to the 
^^^xO^'^io■r,^ ^ it v/a::^ interosting to note that there was little 
Qr '^^'^an'^^ "the pupils' career choices. In a very fev/ instances 
(o ''^^'^^ Of 7^3) '''^s thc^''- ^'^y correlation betv/een the choice of 
v/or-"^ '^na form of relaxation. The large majority of pupils 
^j^ci'^^^'io-i eati^2, drinking, v/atching television and sleeping 
(Xn '^-^'^at or^^^^ their chosen forms of relaxation. 



9 



ERIC 



Sue Nugent Reed page 9 

A randon sampling of first and second choices for careers 
follows t 

First Choice Second Choice 



ranch hand 


horse rancher 


arch i tec t 


doctor 


mode 1 


nurse 


carpenter 


electrician 


t Gp cher 


secretary 


^ ^ 1 jr^ A ^^^^JTj^^f 

lemaj-e jocivey 


V c: i/vJX. xnciz J-ciri 


secretary 


v/aitress 


stGv/ardoss 


v/ai tress 


stock car driver 


hunting guide 


vet 


mother 


artist 


teacher 


dental technician 


architect 


sin^^er 


teacher 


football player 


baseball player 


beautician 


v;ai tress 


assist old folks 


clothing salesl; 



The choices for careers covered a very wide spectrum and 
rer;ained cons is tent when the same question v/as asked six months 
later. 

Pupils v;ero asked to evaluate each of the guest speakers i 
poet, folksin'^er, v;eaver-dyer , nurse and advertising manager. 
The three top choices v/ere the poet, nurse, and advertising 
nana'-'er, in that order. In all fairness to the others, it must 
be re-stated that the poet had the advantage of a six and a half 
day ror,idency v/ith the pupils v/hile the other visitors had only 
a sin-^le, forty-five minute lesson. The nurse and the advertising 
mana'^er had the advanta;:e of being v/ell knovm to many of the 
pupils, as they v/ere both parents of pupils in the fifth grade. 
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These factors must not bo overlooked as it may have had a pos- 
itive effect on the children's receptivity to them. Some of 
the pupils, never having heard of medieval music before, stated 
that the songs Gung by the folks inger v/ere "babyish". Some 
expressed a similar reaction to the v^eaver-dyer, but v/ere very 
interested in the tv/o-month-old baby lamb v/hich she allcv/ed each 
child to hold and pet. 

Each of the seventy-eight pupils answered "yes" to a question 
asV-.inf^; if this career education program should be continued next 
year, V/h-n they v/ere asked to suggest people that they would be 
intercotod in meeting - pop singers, athletes and astronauts 
headed the list. 

It v/as suprising and pleasant to note that one pupil added 
a state^aent that a promise had been made to give each child the 
book of ooerns at the end of the pro^^'ram and that this had not been 
done. It v/as very reassuring to read that a child v/as looking 
forv/ard to receiving the anthology that v/as in the process of 
boing produced . 

In the teacherr^' eveluations, the poet, v/eaver-dyer , and 
advortiGing manager v/ere rated as the top three most effective 
vi'jitiiig teachers. One teacher indicated that she v/culd have 
preferred that the poet o.r.it the lesson on death as she felt 
that it had had an adverse effect on some pupils. Tv/o teachers 
indicated that they appreciated the opportunity to observe 
another teacher in action. Each teacher indicated that he felt 
the program v/an v/orthv/hile and, as a result, a resource file 
of volunteer parents was established. 

Parents supported the program; and during an executive 
board meeting of the Parent Teacher Association, one parent 
stated that she felt that death should not have been chosen 
as a topic for discussion. A lively discussion ensued and a 
number of mothers felt that no one had ever broached this 
subject when they v/ere children. Thoy felt that it was healthier 
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for the children to discuss death openly. The ultimate support 
for the prOv'jram v/as expressed by the parents' unanimous vote to 
set aside funds for the matching grant to have a poet-in-residence 
teacher for three third grades in the spring. 

Although it is difficult to assess v/hether or not the pupils 
are nov; more aware of a v/ider variety of careers, it was felt 
that there v/ere so many other positive, Q^bvious benefits v/hich 
arose as a result of this program that -it v/as considered success- 
ful and should be continued. In fact/ this year v/e received a 
.9;rant from the National Humanities Faculty for a tv/o and one 
half day in-service teacher-training workshop in career educa- 
tion. 

The enthusiastic response to the Poet-In-The-Schools pro- 
^rram from the pupils, teachers, parents and ccmraunity is what 
moved me to shar:- our experience with others. V/hen v/e began we 
did not expect to send a pupil to a Congressional hearing in 
V/ashin.'^ton, nor the principal to the Sixth V/orld Reading Congress 
in Singapore, nor did w.^ expect to receive another grant from 
the r^'ational Humanities Faculty Perhaps you would enjoy having 
a poet in residence at your school? V/hy not? As 3yron so aptly 
put it ",,.for a man's reach should alv/ays exceed his gra.sp or 
v/hat's a heaven for?" 
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